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1. WELCOME CONGRESSMAN SIKE'S INTEREST IN VISITING SOMALIA. 

FROM STANDPOINT OF GSDR'S ABILITY TO HANDLE SUBSTANTIVE VISIT, 
HOWEVER, TIMING IS NOT GOOD. UNDERSTAFFED EOREIGN MINISTRY 
EXPERIENCING SOME DIFEICULTY IN COPING WITH HEAVY AUGUST WORK- 
LOAD, INCLUDING ALREADY SCHEDULED AUGUST 19-22 VISIT OF CODEL 
BINGHAM. TO ADD ANOTHER CODEL AT THIS TIME COULD WELL MEAN 
NEITHER VISIT RECEIVED ATTENTION IT DESERVED. 

2. IF CONGRESSMAN SIKES INTERESTED IN SHORT, ESSENTIALLY 
TOURISTIC VISIT (INCLUDING EMBASSY BRIEFINGS) WE WOULD WEL- 
COME SUCH AT ANY TIME OTHER THAN AUGUST 19-22. 
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